
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF SOUTH DAKOTA

CENTRAL DIVISION

RONALD E. ROUSSEAU, 3:25-CV-03005-RAL

Petitioner,

vs.

JUDGE KIMBERLY CRAVEN, IN HER
OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS CRST ATTORNEY

GENERAL; AND BRENDA CLAYMORE,
CHIEF JUDGE OF THE CRST; IN OFFICIAL
CAPACITY;

OPINION AND ORDER ADOPTING

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION AND

DISMISSING PETITION FOR LACK OF

JURISDICTION

Respondents.

Ronald E. Rousseau filed a petition^ for writ of habeas corpus under 25 U.S.C. § 1303

challenging his tribal conviction against numerous respondents including the Cheyenne River

Sioux Tribe (CRST) Attorney General Kimberly Craven and the Chief Judge of the CRST, now

Brenda Claymore.^ Doc. 9-1. After this Court adopted an earlier report and recommendation and

dismissed Rousseau's non-habeas claims without prejudice to refiling in a separate action, Doc.

^ Rousseau originally filed his petition, Doc. 1, in the District of North Dakota, but Judge Daniel
Traynor transferred the case to the District of South Dakota, Doc. 14. In this Court's previous
opinion and order on a previous report and recommendation, this Court allowed Rousseau to
amend his petition. Doc. 28 at 5. Therefore, Rousseau's Second Amended Petition, Doc. 9-1, is
the operative petition filed. This petition was ultimately stayed by Judge Moreno before the CRST
Court of Appeals' decision in December 2025. Docs. 39, 64-3. Rousseau has attached a proposed
amended petition to his motion to amend as the original tribal conviction challenged has been
amended on appeal. Docs. 55, 55-1.

^ Brenda Claymore was substituted as a party in this case for Margaret Egan after Egan's contract
and tenure ended on July 31, 2025. See Doc. 56 at 2.
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